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Introduction
Who: Raoul Winkens

- Data Protection Officer @ Maastricht University since 
2018

- Lawyer interested in data & technology, how this 
influences society with a focus on education and research. 
Specialized in GDPR, data and a bit of data-ethics

What:

- General: Inform and advise on data protection and relevant other legislation (AI-act, 
Ethics, fundamental rights). As DPO I monitor compliance.

- Today: Talk about “AI” and GDPR. Should you use “AI”? How does “AI-use” intersect with 
GDPR in practice? Trust the “AI” scientists, not the “AI” -companies?



Data Protection Day

• Why talk about “AI” on data 
protection day?

• Convention for the Protection 
of Individuals with regard to
Automatic Processing of 
Personal Data





“AI”

* Whenever you see the term ‘most 
people’ either it is made up by the 
author or by AI.

Conflated term: in 2026 most 
people* mean generative “AI” 
based on LLMs, mainly by big 
tech companies from the US

Generative “AI” | Predictive “AI” 
And why the latter is much more interesting 
(and fair)



What is “AI”?

“It’s very easy to equate “AI” with generative AI, or 
even just language-generating AI, and assume that 
all other capabilities fall out from there. That 
fallacy makes a ton of sense: The term literally 
references “intelligence,” and our human 
understanding of what “intelligence” might be is 
often mediated by the use of language. (Spoiler: 
No one actually knows what intelligence is.) But 
the phrase “artificial intelligence” was 
intentionally designed in the 1950s to inspire awe 
and allude to something humanlike. Today, it just 
refers to a set of disparate technologies for 
processing digital data. Some of my friends find it 
helpful to call it “mathy maths” instead.”

From: https://www.technologyreview.com/2025/12/15/1129179/generative-ai-hype-distracts-us-from-
ais-more-important-breakthroughs/
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What does “AI” do?
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Should you use “AI”?

• A lot of what happens in the world is based on trust. When using generative “AI” this trust goes out the 
window.

• The goal of an LLM is to produce plausible output, not correct, but plausible enough that people will not 
notice the false parts.

• If you should always be checking the output of Gen”AI”, how can it ever be a productivity booster? The 
whole marketing of this technology is based around the proposition this will save time and money.

• A very short overview of recent news involving GenAI:

o Speech rector Gent University contains three non existing quotes
o Marriage in the Netherlands annulled due to use of GenAI
o Italian Garante (Data Protection Autority) warns users of systems with “undressing” capabilities
o Predictions of progress of the technology are rarely met and exaggerated a lot*
o A murder suicide by a person who had paranoid delusions and the claim that ChatGPT made 

things worse
o Data breach city of Eindhoven using public “AI”-tools, uploading sensitive data

*https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_predictions_for_autonomous_Tesla_vehicles_by_Elon_Musk



Should you use “AI”?



Should you use “AI”?

• It is software being used by millions of people on false 
premises and promises

• The technology itself is stunning and interesting for a 
variety of scientific fields

• The way it is currently positioned should give rise to a 
strong reaction from regulators and authorities

• Brandolini’s law (or the bullshit asymmetry principle)



How does this al intersect with GDPR?
Some core principles under 
GDPR:

- Lawfulness

- Fairness

- Transparency

- Accuracy

- Integrity & confidentiality



How does this al intersect with GDPR?

• AI-act compliance will play a role when it comes 
to GDPR compliance

• Gen-”AI” is covered in the AI-act under the 
category ‘General purpose AI model’ which an 
LLM is.

• If surveillance capitalism is the big antagonist of 
GDPR, gen-”AI” will be the next evolution of 
this.*

*https://privacyinternational.org/news-analysis/5331/generative-ai-wont-take-over-world-surveillance-capitalism-already-has 



How does this al intersect with GDPR?

Some real-life examples:

- Use of VR-glasses to provide feedback for students on 
practical skills (like presenting) 

- Developing algorithms that detect use of “AI” tools in written 
work (al current plagiary tools fail at this)

- Ideas about a tool that can go into al your student 
information

- Ideas about a tool that can go into al your employee
information



Possibilities for regulation/enforcement

For 1 example, the Grok CSAM* case, an 
overview was created for possibilities in Ireland
by ICCL

5 different laws already provide plenty of room 
for different regulators to investigate cases and 
to take action for breaking the law 

* ‘child sexual abuse material’



Possibilities for regulation/enforcement

“Enforcement is an essential dimension for effective 
privacy and data protection laws”

“No matter how many privacy laws are enacted and how 
strong the laws are, if enforcement falls short, the laws 
will fail to achieve their goals. Unfortunately, the 
enforcement of privacy laws is often weak and 
inadequate, a plague that renders them infirm.”



Who should we believe?

• Scientists with proven track records tell a 
nuanced story (in general)

• Big tech and their representatives have all the 
motive to get as much people possible using 
their products

• People trying to make a living as “AI-
expert/trainer” are entirely dependent on this 
new ecosystem



Disclaimer

This presentation was made without the use of 
“AI”, you can probably tell…



Questions?

Photo by Jeremy Bishop on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/KFIjzXYg1RM
https://unsplash.com/


Links and sources:
https://www.technologyreview.com/2025/12/15/1129179/generative-ai-hype-distracts-us-from-ais-more-important-breakthroughs/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-024-03408-6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20TAkcy3aBY
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:C2012/326/02
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https://arxiv.org/abs/2601.12946
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/rsos/article/12/4/241776/235656/Generalization-bias-in-large-language-model
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https://buildcognitiveresonance.substack.com/p/the-role-of-ai-in-the-death-of-my
https://www.felienne.nl/2026-02/
https://www.npr.org/2025/12/12/nx-s1-5642599/a-new-lawsuit-blames-chatgpt-for-a-murder-suicide
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352250X25002763
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